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THE OIRCULAR 


Isan exponent of Bible Communism. It advocates the Re- 
tigion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. 

It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 
ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and it 
will look for its presence in every field of action. 

It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive and 
inspiring in Science, Literature, Art, and the News of the 
World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spiritual point 
of view, and in their relations to the great Providential move- 
ment of the times. 

It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, without 
money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to those 
who prefer to pay. 

At present the Circular is supported principally by the funds 
of the Oneida Community and its branch at Wallingford, aided 
by the free contributions of its friends, and the remittances of 
those who choose to pay for it. Our expectation, however, is, 
that the idea of a FREE DAILY RELIGIOUS PRESS, as the 
complement and consummation of Free Schools, Free Church 
and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually become known, 
and be appreciated among all spiritually minded religionists, 
and that thus the Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, 
will draw to itself a volunteer constituency more whole-hearted, 
for instance, than that which surrounds the Bible Society, and 
endows it annually with a revenue of several hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should 
return us a copy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘‘ Discontinue.” 

Address ‘THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”” 








Our Purpose in the Future, 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalinits operation. Re- 
ijigion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing,and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and the means are placed in:their possession. 


Che Oneida Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Ss. New house’s 


SUPERIORSTEEL TRAPS, 


Enameled Traveling-Bags, Palm-Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Green & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y. 
willreceive prompt attention. 
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Publications. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Bereancontains free, outline discussions of the great 

Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 

Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil.Our 
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Relationsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death,Con- ; 


densation of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. 
Allwho wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitu” 
‘ional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 


Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Community andits branches; presenting. 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
oftheir Religiousand SocialTheories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fenied by J.H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 63 cts. 


KE =-Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 
nished to order; and any of the above Publications 
may besent by mailto all parts of the country. 











The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 220 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
Foran account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here about 
fourteen years, and is self-supporting. There is a 
branch community located at Wallingford, Conn., 
which is also self-supporting. 

—-The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 


—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but, 
on that of InsPIRATION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bible Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws,.or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of FREE CRITICISM 
on the part of allits members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their ‘writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 

—-Tue Circutar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serve as a condensed formula of 

PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 

The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 

with the Kingdom in the Heaveus. 

Resurrection of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, asa sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion for distribution. 

Dwelling togetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 

ted to God. 








FLOWER SEEDS. 


For sale, a choice assortment of Flower Seeds, of 
our own raising. They will be furnished in collec- 
tions of twenty-five sorts for $1. 

We have also on hand an assortment, comprising 
some rare and valuable flower seeds, obtained of a 
Seedsman and Florist. They will be furnished in 
collections of twenty-five sorts, for $1. 

Persons wishing to purchase seeds for the coming 
season, may order from us through. the mail. 

Address, ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 
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FAITH-FACTS 
IN THE HISTORY OF PERFECTIONISM. 





It is well known that Bible Communism is the 
ultimate form which the Perfectionist movement 
which originated at New Haven in 1834, has as- 
sumed. The Oneida Community stands as the 
exponent of Bible Communism, and is vitally 
connected with the history of Perfectionism in 
the person of J. H. Noyes, and the church which 
he organized at Putney from 1838 to 1847. It 
is an outgrowth of that church, and is founded 
upon its doctrines. The leading doctrines of 
that church are, that the Gospel gives salvation 
from allsin, that Christ came the second time 
at the destruction of Jerusalem 1800 years ago, 
that he begun the organization of his Kingdom 
in the heavens at that time, and that he has now 
begun the extension of that Kingdom into this 
world. 

Confession of the Kingdom 
of God. 





At a meeting of the Putney Association on the 
evening of June 1, 1847, a discussion took place 
on the question, “Has the Kingdom of God 
come?” A sketch of the remarks and proceed- 
ings was reported in the Spiritual Magazine of 
July 15, 1847, as follows: 

REMARKS BY J. H. NOYES. 

The testimony of John the baptist, of 
Christ, and of the apostles down to the 
time of the Second Coming, was, “ The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” This 
has been precisely our testimony and ex- 
pectation since the re-appearance, in our 
days, of the primitive gospel. We have 
believed by the persuasion of God, and 
have borne witness that the introduction 
of his everlasting kingdom on earth is 
near. Our meaning in this testimony, 
and our general theory of the coming dis- 
pensation, are simple, and well under- 
stood. We believe that the kingdom now 
coming is the same that was established 
at the Second Coming of Christ. Then 
God commenced a kingdom in human 
nature, independent of the laws of the 
world. The church was then emancipa- 
ted from the institutions of men, and 
commenced a course of existence under 
the sole management of God. That 
kingdom, having been withdrawn to heav- 
en, has been strengthening and enlarg- 
ing itself ever since. We look for its es- 
tablishment here—for its complete exten- 
sion into this world ; and this extension 
of an existing government, is what we 
think and speak of as the kingdom of 
heaven which is nowat hand. We at 
the same time have expected that its 
manifestation on earth, after a successful 
operation of 1800 years in the invisible 
world, would be by a different process in 
some respects from that by which it was 
originally formed. 

We have no authority, either from 
scripture, experience, or the teaching of 
our own hearts, to suppose that there is 
to be a future personal coming of Christ. 
On the contrary, all evidence goes to show 
that the kingdom of heaven will be es- 
tablished here by a process like that which 
brings the spring on the earth. The 
Primitwe Church, like the sun, will come 
near to us. The destruction of evil, and 
all the transactions of the last judgment, 
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will be effected by a spiritual infusion 





from them of the light and energy of God. 
The resurrection also will come by a sim- 
ilar communication of life. We discard 
entirely those gross, mechanical impres- 
sions concerning these transactions which 
are common in the world. We are per- 
suaded that all the powers of the world 
to come are to be Jet in, not in a formal, 
theatrical way ; but silently, like a thief 
in the night, they are to be established 
in the world. 

This theory gives rise toa problem 
different from, and more difficult than 
any which were before the Primitive 
Church, in relation to the coming of the 
Kingdom of God. How shall we deter- 
mine the time of its advent ? What 
shall be the manner of our transition 
from the testimony, ‘The Kingdom of 
God is at hand,” to the testimony, “ The 
Kingdom of God has come ? 

The difference between our situation 
and that of the Primitive Church previ- 
ous to the Second Coming, is like this : 
Suppose it is universally understood that 
on the 20th day of March, at noon, 
spring begins. The natural declaration 
before that time, would be, “ Spring is 
at hand ;” but immediately on the arri- 
val of the appointed hour, it would be 
said with one consent, “ Spring is come.” 
This illustrates the circumstances of the 
Primitive Church. The personal coming 
of the Lord Jesus was to be the definite 
signal, was to mark the precise period 
for them, of the institution of the King- 
dom of heaven. ‘Now is come salva- 
tion and strength and the Kingdom of 
our God and the power of his Christ,” 
was the new testimony that was raised 
in heaven at that time. On the other 
hand, if the spring comes as it usually 
does, it is not subject to any such arbi- 
trary, definite rules, by which we can 
fix the exact date of its ascendency. 
Its advent is not limited and determined 
by a certain day of the month and hour 
of the day, but by the progress of the 
sun’s power on the earth. To determine 
the presence of spring in this case, is a 
more difficult problem than was offered 
in the other; but still, within a moder- 
ate space of time, and with a certain 
accumulation of data, it is easily done. 
Through the montb of March the prog- 
ress of the sun up the heavens is dis- 
tinctly visible, though there is yet a 
prevalence of wintry weather. Still later, 
when we begin to have sunny, spring 
days, there are also occasional ones in 
which the ground is covered with snow. 
Thus with the common alternations of 
sun and clouds, which characterize the 
early part of the season, it is impossible 
to refer the advent of spring to any pre- 
cise point of time. Yet we are certain 
that some time within the limits of 
April, that event will have taken place— 
spring will have come. 

Now if our theory of the manner in 
which the Kingdom of heaven is to be es- 
tablished is true, then we are certainly 
somewhere in the transition towards it ; 
and the question will some time urge it- 
self upon us, Has spring come? We 
shall some time have to change our tes- 
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timony from the future to the present 
form, and to say decisively, The Kingdom 
of God has come. Sooner or later, we 
shall have to stand forth and face the 
principalities and powers of the world 
with this deelaration. 

I will put the question, Is not now the 
time for us to commence the testimony 
that THE KINGDOM OF GoD HAS COME? 
to proclaim boldly that God, in his char- 
acter of Deliverer, Lawgiver and Judge, 
has come in this town and in this Asso- 
ciation ? We must not do this on slight 
or insufficient grounds; neither should 
we be withheld from it by mere apparent 
difficulties. If ever God is to be honored 
by such a public confession, it will be in 
the face of just such surrounding impos- 
sibilities and unbelief as exist now. 

Consider what is the process which 
takes place, according to our philosophy, 
in connection with the primary confes- 
sion of Christ by individuals. God first 
begins to operate on the person while in 
astate of sin. The Spirit works its way 
into his character, and predisposes his 
heart to faith in spite of himself. Christ 
shines in the darkness for a time, and 
the darkness comprehends him not. But 
the final issue is approaching, and sud- 
denly the darkness is brought to the 
question, “Is Christ in me?” Now at 
this point, is the person to wait for feel- 
ing, for perfection of character, for abun- 
dant good works, as evidence to compel 
his confession ? No: confession must 
be the beginning of all this. Confession 
is the opening key, the first grand step 
towards securing these splendid results. 
No more should we expect the full power 


of the judgment and of the resurrection, 
until we have made a decisive response in 
the boldness of faith, to that divine influ- 
ence which is with us, and which only 
waits confession to expand into the full 


majesty of its nature. In all transac- 
tions with Christ by which benefit and 
salvation are communicated, there is the 
same series of operations. First, his 
voice comes simply waking the dead ; 
then they respond to it; and then fol- 
lows a second and more positive resurrec- 


tion. The first responsive action of the 


subject, in every case, is like taking a! 


step in the dark—so far as outward sight 
and feeling are concerned ; but it is es- 
sential to the completeness of the resur- 
rection. Christ can do no more for an 
individual or a corporation, after his 
voice has wakened them, until it is rec- 
ognized by them, and confession made 
according to the fact. 

The process of advancement in this 
dispensation, as we have said, is like the 
progress of the sun in spring. The work 
of spiritual development has been going 
on, steadily and silently, until we are 
finally brought to the question, Is not 
the Kingdom of God in us ; including all 
the elements of the judgment, and the 
resurrection P Have not these closing 
acts of the great drama commenced ? I 
believe we are now called upon to take 
our stand on this great truth asa corpo- 
ration ; and our confession of it to our- 
selves and the world, will be the begin- 
ning of a new development of its power 
in us. Iam as well prepared as I ever 
shall be, to make this great corporate 
confession of Christ. The full results 
which pertain to the Kingdom of God 
will never come, so long as we fearfully 
wait for them as a basis of confession.— 
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If we have an internal perception, a spir- 
itual persuasion, a faith which is the gift 
of God, it is our true course to give it ex- 
pression—to confess the fact which is set 
before us, and face the principalities of 
the world with it ; and in the present 
case, as in every instance of salvation, we 
shall find in such faith and confession 
the very substance of the things hoped 
for. 

The thing now to be done, is for each 
one to look around, and see what is the 
evidence on the point before us, and 
whether it is of the right kind ; whether 
we are prepared to let the truth of our 
confession have full sweep in the world 
around us, whatever the collisions arising 
from it may be. Have we evidence in our 


jown hearts, and an inspiration from God, 


such as is necessary to gird usfor the 
conflict, and through which we can trust 
him to sustain us in our new position ? 

I think there is abundant evidence in 
the past, especially in the last year, that 
the judgment has begun. He that search- 
eth the hearts and trieth the reins of the 
children of men, has been among us, 
cutting between the righteous and the 
wicked, between good and evil in our own 
characters. In the most important sense, 
we have been conscious of living in the 
day of judgment. So of the resurrec- 
We have seen enough to prove 
that there is a power among us that can 
conquer death. We hear from time to 
time a voice sounding which calls men 
from their graves, Some of us have 
lived for a long time in the jaws of death, 
and also in the jaws of the resurrection 
—dying daily, and rising daily. If this 
energy of life is but trying in an incipi- 
ent way to nanifest itself, all that is 
wanted is confession to give it room, and 
it will be developed by its own impulse in 
still greater power. 

With a mighty hand, and marvelous 
wisdom, God has gathered us together 
here. It has not been effected without 
a constant and complete crucifixion of 
the fashions of the world. We have 
been able to cut our way through the 
isolation and selfishness in which the 
mass of men exist, and have attained a 
position in which, before heaven and 
earth, we trample under foot the domes- 
tic and pecuniary fashions of the world. 
Separate household interests, property ex- 
clusiveness, have come to an end with us. 
Our Association is established on princi- 
ples opposed at every point to the institu- 
tions of the world. 

If we say that our personal private 
attainments in spirituality are inferior 
to those which were possessed by the 
apostolic church, we may on the other 
hand say, that in respect to political and 
corporate advancement, we are before 
them. There was no established Associa- 
tion in that body previous to the Second 
Coming, in which property divisions were 
thrown down—no permanent nucleus of 
external unity adapted to the condition 
of the one family of God. Our Associa- 
tion, then, is the mustard seed of some- 
thing that was not developed in the 
Primitive Church until the Second Ad- 
vent, when they raised the banner of the 
Kingdom of God in the spiritual world. 
The fact that this external form of uni- 
ty is developed with us at un earlier pe- 
riod of experience than with them, cor- 
responds with the advancing purpose of 





God. They were not destined to remain 





an organized body in the world. A fu- 
ture branch of their church was to be 
the medium of establishing the fashions 
and institutions of heaven on earth, and 
of extending God’s everlasting dominion 
over men. 

SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSION, 

The discussion that followed these re- 
marks corresponded in interest to the sug- 
gestions presented. The nature and ef- 
fect of the proposed act, in all its bear- 
ings, were fully examined and illustrated. 
The new relation which such a declara- 
tion would bring us into with the Primi- 
tive Church, the central department of 
the Kingdom of God, was shown by the 
following comparison : 

Suppose it a fully settled fact that the 
Government of the United States, is des- 
tined to prevail over the whole American 
continent. The inhabitants of certain 
provinces in Mexico get this persuasion. 
They set themselves to study our laws 
and the principles of our government : 
they correspond with our citizens and ob- 
tain correct ideas of our designs, and of 
the spirit of our institutions. After a 
proper time of friendly intercourse, they 
come out and declare their annexation to 
the United States, and put themselves 
under our protection. They immediate- 
ly gain new facilities of communication 
with us, and increased strength. These 
provirces might not be so civilized in ev- 
ery respect as our States were when they 
obtained their independence, yet all their 
political relations would be vastly superi- 
or: they would come in on a constitu- 
tional level with the States as they exist 
now ; and would have for all purposes of 
defense and public necessity, the strength 
and experience and revenue which this 
nation has accumulated during 60 years. 
So, although in personal attainments we 
are not equal with the Primitive Church 
as they were when they first assumed the 
form and title of the Kingdom of God, 
yet by the act of annexation we shall be 
admitted to a full partnership of nation- 
al privileges and resources with them, as 
they exist now. The heavy cost, and the 
heroism of faith that are involved in this 
declaration, will rapidly drive us forward 
into the state of spiritual advancement 
which they had attained at the Second 
Coming. Public annexation must take 
place before the Government of the Uni- 
ted States would feel bound to send troops 
for the defense of the annexing party. Af- 
ter that, the nation would be impelled by 
honor and interest and every considera- 
tion of patriotism, to protect and assist 
them to the utmost extent of their ability, 
We may expect as a consequence of our 
solemn, public confession of annexation, 
that heaven’s “ army of occupation” will 
immediately cover our frontiers; and 
that our future operations will display an 
energy and wisdom that could only be 
secured by this, our corporate junction 
with the Kingdom of God. 

All the believers present expressed 
themselves deliberately and freely on the 
subject under consideration. The posses- 
sion of indivisible unity, and unfeigned 
brotherly love—the growing momentum 
of improvement—the increasing intima- 
cy of communication with God’s invisible 
Kingdom, which have been conferred up- 
on this body, were mentioned among the 
proofs of God’s pleasure and purpose con- 
cerning us. Respecting the present ex- 
istence and operation of the fire of judg- 


ment and the power of the resurrection 
among us, there was but one belief and 
one voice. It was seen that a new and 
further confesssion of truth was necessa- 
ry ; that it was the next thing before us, 
in the course of progress to which we have 
been called. It was unanimously adop- 
ted, therefore, as the confession and tes- 
timony of the believers assembled, that 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS COME. 
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A Social Analysis. 


Let us analyze the position of women in or- 
dinary society and see what are the chances 
that are offered to them. Women require, 
like men, or perhaps more than men, two 
things for their proper existence, viz; 1, a 
guaranty of bodily support, and 2, love, or 
social appreciation. These two things sum up, 
for women, the primary natural wants around 
which all others are grouped. Now the last- 
named necessity—the love part—would take 
care of itself if allowed to act separately. The 
attractions with which women are created would 
secure their due supply of affection, free from 
all conditions or exactions, if they could have 
independent play. But the weakness of wo- 
men on the point of support enables society to 
complicate this matter with the love question, 
so as to enforce their being treated together ; 
and the consequence is that man is placed in 
& position to offer woman certain alternatives, 
one of which she must accept. Having appro- 
priated to himself the learned professions and 
the lucrative industrial pursuits ; having made 
it disreputable for women to pursue much other 
business than that of millinery work and atten- 
ding the nursery, and having shaped their edu- 
cation accordingly ; having in short got im- 
mensely the start of woman in the opportuni- 
ties of self support and made her substantially 
dependent on him for her maintenance, he 
then comes forward with his proposal. He 
says to woman, I will furnish the two wants 
of your nature, love and support, if you will 
make yourself over tome, and become my 
property for life, be at my disposal, rear my 
children, and wear yourself out if need be in 
my service. This isthe offer of marriage, 
which society sanctions and deems an honor- 
able destiny for woman. As it is the best al- 
ternative that is offered, women generally ac- 
cept it. Their youth is spent in looking at 
marriage, as the crisis of their life, hopefully 
it is true, for itis to be the advent of love: 
but misgivingly also, for it is to be the end of 
their personal freedom. Their attitude reminds 
one too much of the wistful gaze of a party of 
slaves about to be sold, seeking to discover their 
future fate in the face of their masters. Their 
lot is fixed by marriage--the die for them is 
cast——their liberty is surrendered—for better 
or for worse, their identity is sunk in that of 
their accepted lords. One cannot wonder at 
the solicitude with which such an event must 
be expected, or fail to admire the patient 
grace with which the sex has made the best of 
its hard conditions. Though in many cases 
the promises on the part of the man, of love 
and support, are left wholly unfulfilled, yet 
woman being married, disdains to complain, 
buries her wrongs in silence, and looks for hap- 
piness in the world beyond the grave. 

So much for the marriage alternative. But 
there are two others. Bear in mind that loving 
and being loved is a necessity of women, nearly 
as much as subsistence, and if for any reason 
they are deprived of the chance of securing 
both these wants by selling themselves in mar- 
riage, then they are under an inducement at 
least, to try to gain one of them regardless of 
the other. To women in this situation men 
are always ready to say, We will offer you our 





love, or a passion which is its representative, 
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providing it is to be temporary, and that you 
do not ask us to be responsible for your sup- 
port. A class of women in every country take 
up with this second alternative, enjoying a 
quasi social existence, but generally ending life 
in the hospital or almshouse. This is prostitu- 
tion. 

The third and last alternative of women is to 
reject alliance with man both in the respectable 
and the disreputable way, and consent to spend 
lonely, thriftless, anomalous lives, as old maids, 
living on the merest alms of society. These 
different arrangements comprise all the chances 
offered to woman by civilization as it is, and 
may be tabulated thus : 








I. 
Man offers Woman He exacts of Woman 
Sacrifice of Name and 
LOVE Independence. 
AND Life-long Servitude. 
Personal surrender to 
SUPPORT. his ownership, even to the 
ruin of her Health, if he 
(Not always paid.) [pleases. 
State—MARRIAGE. 
Il. 

LOVE Sacrifice of Reputation. 
WITHOUT Conditions tending to 
SUPPORT. vice, final desertion, pov- 

(Of equivocal quality.) {erty and misery. 
State—PROSTITUTION. 
Ill. 
TOLERATION 
AND Social insignificance. 

ALMS. 

State—OLD-MAIDHOOD. 


Of the three conditions, that of marriage is 
by far the best, and yet one cannot but see that 
it is imperfect. It savors of selfishness driv- 
ing a hard bargain. There is something essen- 
tially base in the act of society reducing women 
to dependence, and then taking advantage of 
tkeir necessity to exact terms which obliterate 


life-time at the mercy of the man who buys 
them. It is true the evil is not all on the wo- 
man’s side; nature revenges injustice by giving 
man oftentimes but a barren empire over the 
person, while the heart that he seeks is beyond 
his reach. And it is true also, that the better 
nature of both parties often conceals the odious 
features of the contract under an affection 
which produces happiness in marriage. But 
the marriage institution itself, view it as we 
may, remains a one-sided, usurious transaction, 
extorted by man’s strength out of woman’s ne- 
cessities. 

If men could lay aside for a moment tradi- 
tion, ancient usage, and above all the selfish- 
ness which makes right of might, and look at 
their duty to women in the clear light of the 
golden rule, they would see a better way than 
to shut up their sisters to the hard alternatives 
which society now makes for them. A truly 
noble and generous man would desire to say to 
woman, You shall at least be free; You shall 
stand fair and equal with me in opportunities 
of self-support. I disdain forcing you to dis- 
pose of yourself by the compulsion of necessity. 
Whatever alliance is between us shall be that 
of pure and spontaneous affection, unbribed 
and unfettercd. In facta chivalric mind in 
man would go further than this, and say to wo- 
man, I will offer you both love and support 
free from all conditions and stipulations, trust- 
ing to your affection and fidelity to reward my 
sex, if not me individually. Such a compact, 
worthy of the spirit of Christianity, and which 
we may suppose regulates society in heaven, 
would be formulized thus: 


Man offers Woman Woman, enjoying free- 


\dom, self-respect, health, 


LOVE personal and mental 
AND competency gives 
SUPPORT. HERSELF 


to man in the bovnadless 
sincerity of an unselfish 
union. 


State—COMMUNISM. G. 


(Unconditional.) 





Tue Haytian Joun Brown Funv.—This fund 
which has been so long held back, is to be distrib- 
uted forthwith. It amounts to something over 
$3,300 of which Mrs. Brown is to receive one- 
half, and the rest, is to be distributed among the 
survivors or relatives of those who were engaged 


Osborn Anderson are requested to send their ad- 
dresses forthwith to James Redpath, Boston, and 
the relatives of John Brown’s men are also de- 
sired to do likewise. Mrs. B. C. Clark, Hay- 
tian Consul for Boston, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, 
Wendell Phillips, Senator Sumner, and James 
Redpath, are appointed by the Haytians as a 
a committee to disburse this fund.—N. Y. Trid- 
une. 





Late News. 


The War. 

The Rebel advance into Maryland bids fair to 
be of short duration. Severe fighting has been 
going on since Sunday, in the region between the 
Monocacy and the Potomac, which at some points 
has been disastrous to the Rebels, and at others 
to the Union forces. On the advance of Gen. 
McOlellan’s forces, the Rebels retreated from 
Frederick toward Hagerstown, and tock strong 
positions in the range of mountains commanding 
the Hagerstown roads. At these points they 
were atiacked on Sunday by the Union forces, 
and after a desperate struggle were defeated and 
forced to retreat toward the Potomac. On Mon- 
day they were pursued. Considerable fighting 
took place, and a large number of prisoners, some 
8,000 it is reported, were captured, and among 
them Howell Cobb, of Georgia. The Rebel loss 
in these engagements is stated to be as high as 
15,000, killed, wounded and missing. 

While successes were being attained over the 
Rebels at these points, another division of their 
army under Jackson attacked the Union forces 
at Harper’s Ferry, numbering about 8,000, and 
after several days’ fighting compelled them to sur- 
render, the commander of the post, Col. Miles, 
being killed. 

At last accounts, a battle was in progress 
between Jackson’s and McClellan’s forces near 
Sharpsburg, Md. 

Considerable fighting has been going on at 
Mumfordsville, Ky., where a Federal force of he. 
tween 2,000 and 3,000 is stationed. An attack of 
some 5,000 Rebels was repulsed, with heavy loss. 
At last accounts, ltowever, another attack was 
going on under Gen. Bragg.’ A portion of Gen. 
Buell’s army had also arrived and engaged Bragg’s 
forces. Various minor engagements have taken 
place at other points along the war line, some re- 
sulting favorably tu the Rebels, others to the 
Union forces, but we have not space to particu- 
larize this week. 

Confiscation in Missouri, 

A telegram from St. Louis, says: 

In compliance with orders from the Secretary 
of War, Gen. Schofield has ordered the Provost 
Marshal General for the District of Missouri to 
proceed without delay to carry into effect the 
Confiscation act, so far as the provisions of said 
act are subject to be carried into effect by the 
military authorities of the United States in the 
district. The property liable to confiscation in 
the district is estimated at fifty millions. 

Death of Anthony Burns. 

Anthony Burns is dead—the fugitive slave 
whose arrest in Boston, under the Fugitive-Slave 
Law, excited such indignation a few years ago. 
After his return to bondage, and subsequent ran- 
som to freedom, he studied at Oberlin College, 
fitted himself for the ministry, and accepted the 
pulpit of a Baptist church at St. Catherine’s, Can- 
ada West, where he labored with great faithful- 
ness until struck fatally by a slow consumption. 
His lingering illness he bore with signal patience 
and cheerfulness of spirit, winning in a rare de- 
gree the affection of those who w.tched over him, 
ministering to their spiritual life from his sick 
bed, and at last dying in the victory of faith. 

— Independent. 


RetrisuTion.—A Washington correspondent 
of the Independent says: 

This city is a vast hospital. Go up to the Cap- 
itol itself, and you will see cots in the corridors, 
in the committee rooms, in the halls of the Sen- 
ate and of the House of Representatives. One 
cot for a sick soldier lies directly across the seat 
formerly occupied by Jefferson Davis. Another 
covers the space occupied by Breckinridge’s desk. 
If such a fact could have been foretold three years 
ago, how the politicians and the legislators would 
have stared! Yet the Southern conspirators 
were even then at work to produce present results 
in that very Senate Chamber, and infamous, sel- 
fish, and utterly corrupt Northern politicians 
aided them in their devilish work. Doubtless 
this is one reason why God does not prosper our 
cause. As a people, we of the North were equal- 








in the raid on Harper’s Ferry. Mrs. Leary and 


ly guilty with the South fora long term of years, 








We were as willing to make money out of slavery 
as the South out of the slaves. For the sake of 
pelf, we submitted to the demands of the slave 
power, and even yet we fear to commit ourselves 
to the principles of universal justice and freedom. 





An Oneida Journal. 


— Musical Incidents.—On Tuesday of last week 
the Morrisville Brass Band, returning from Onei- 
da where they had been to escort a company of 
departing soldiers, drove up to our door, and were 
welcomed into the Hall, where they exchanged 
musical strains with the Community Band. On 
the day following the Misses T., a trouge of sweet 
concert singers, called and delighted the Commu- 
nity with a song. On Tuesday evening of this 
week the Community Orchestra furnished, by in- 
vitation, music ata festival for the benefit of 
wounded soldiers, held at Devereux Hall, Oneida. 
F,. Wayland Smith, leader. 

— Butternutting.—Now is the season for this 
rural festivity. You who like the white, tender 
morsels contained in the shell of the butternut, 
and wish to divide with the squirrels the business 
of extracting them, take your cousin or sister or 
sweetheart or any good friend, and go to the mead- 
ow by the Oreek-side, of an afternoon; seat your 
companion upon the turf under the hospitable 
branches of the old tree, while you gather 
the pile of nuts; then place yourself by her, and 
go at them with a hammer, leaving her to pick 
out the meats. Do not be afraid that you will 
not get your share, and if you take them occasion- 
ally from somebody else’s fingers they will be 
none the worse. Be careful and not pound your 
own, and glove them if you would not go home 
with hands irregularly colored Choctaw brown. 

— Large Gift.—A good friend offers to present 
to the Community several thousand acres of land 
in Virginia. We appreciate tho intention highly, 
but as things are now situated down in Dixie, we 
feel that the care of it would be too much like 
having 8 valuable elephant on our hands. 


—Cabinet.—Now that we have room in our new 
Communistery, for such a purpose, we hope to 
gradually collect a Cabinet of curiosities, such as 
will form a permanent source of entertainment. 
We have commenced with a mastodon’s tooth (a 
fine specimen presented by a lady ), a piece of the 
Charter Oak, a petrified turtle, a whale’s tooth, 
an old powder horn, a humming-bird’s nest and 
ezgs, Japanese, Swiss, and English curiosities, &c. 
Here is a beginning. Will our friends abroad re- 
member us and contribute what lies in their way 
to this Community Museum ? 

—Meetings.— After an animated discussion ef 
a partly personal matter, in which criticisms and 
explanations were freely given, a stranger among 
us remarked that he never was present on an oc- 
casion when so many minds were expressed, with 
so little tendency to irritation. The lubrication 
of a good spirit we find will carry an assembly 
through any complication of differences in judg- 
ment to a harmonious conclusion.— The School of 
Circumstances.—Circumstances are the school of 
manners and modes of living. Marriage schools 
the young couple into ways compatible with that 
institution. Camp-life educates a young man into 
the ways and habits of a soldier. We learn to 
adapt ourselves to the necessities of our position. 
Communism is a schoo) of circumstances which is 
all the time drilling us in ways of unselfish for- 
bearance and social harmony. Having the golden 
rule as its center it arranges itself so in accordance 
with it, that our cnly possibility of being com- 
fortable, is by conforming our life practically to 
ways of love. Thus, however imperfect, person- 
ally Communists may yet be, they are ina school 
which will not let them off till they learn to make 
music spiritually and socjally with their fellows.— 
A Morning Meditation, (handed tv the Journal- 
ist.) —My thoughts were turned upon defects in my 
character. I have greatly lacked in charity—have 
been too hard and unsympathetic towards the weak- 
nesses and failings of others. Oh! my Father, for- 
give me, and help me to put on the humility and 
meekess of Christ! Let my sickness be the means 
of softening and purifying my wholenature. God 
18 good, and I will rejoice in his goodness,come what 
may. I desire to get into sympathy with Christ, 
in his thoughts and work. My own salvation 
is a very small matter compared with the whole 
interest: of God’s kingdom. I must estimate my 
value, at God’s estimate of me. Well might the 
apostle admonish believers not to think too high- 
ly of themselves, but to think soberly—truthfully, 
according as God hath dealt to every man che 
measure of faith. I desire to be sincere with my- 
self—to know myself as I am known of God 





My greatest ambition is to be a humble and faith- 








ful worker in the Kingdom of God—reflecting 
the life and spirit of Christ in every thought, 
word and deed of my being. 


The Draft in Connecticut.—Our Wallingford 
brother, S. R. L., writes: 

* You will have learned through Mr. H. before 
this reaches you, that nine men of our Community 
were summoned yesterday by the Select-men of 
Wallingford to appear at the Town Hall at 9 o’- 
clock to take their chances of being drafted—and 
I will report briefly to you the events of the day. 
Twenty men were wanted to make up the quota, 
and there were not quite 200 to choose them 
from ; and the time allowed for drafting was be- 
tween the hours of 9 A.M. and5 P.M. Well, 
the first thing attempted in the morning was for 
everybody who was interested to stir round and 
see what could be dune towards raising $2000 
by subscription, the sum that seemed to be nec- 
essary to add to the Government and town boun- 
ties to make it a sufficient inducement to secure the 
desired enlistments. Instead ofall of us appearing 
at the Town Hall at the time appointed, we 
deputed Mr. Allen to act for us, investing him 
with discretionary power. Ile subscribed $100 
—intending to add another hundred or two 
if it appeared to be necessary. They raised 
in this way $1600, most of the money being 
subscribed in sums of twenty-five and fifty 
dollars. Towards the middle of the afternoon, 
the hour of drafting drawing nigh, and the 
sum of money necessary to prevent it not be- 
ing raised, everybody was wide awake with ex- 
citement, and not afew I presume with hearts 
palpitating in anticipation of possible results. 
But abvut 4 o'clock, the cheers distinctly heard 
at our house from the village, announced the sat- 
isfactory news. The 20 men were secured, im- 
mediately sworn in, and started for New Haven 
on the 4o’clock train to report themselves to 
head-quarters. About half of them were sub- 
stantial Irishmen, and half of them Wallingford 
Yankees, including some of our best citizens.” 





The Hope of Our Calling. 


The promise “ That all things work together 
for good to them that love God,” is a never-fail- 
ing source of comfort and consolation to the be- 
liever. Our experience does not and will not 
always work for our present comfort, and very 
often apparently, to the exterior sight, it would 
seem not for our good. But the eye of faith wil! 
keep in view the promises, and learn to sympa- 
thize with God’s purposes. And then, are we 
not living for eternity ? Now we are ina school 
—a place of discipline, where we are being re. 
fined and prepared to live with Christ and the 
Primitlve Church. Surely, with this glorious 
end in view, we should patiently endure, thankfui 
for the consolation that suffering draws our 
hearts nearer to God, and for the promise that 
God chastens us because he loves us. Certainly 
we must expect suffering, if we ever expect to be 
perfected, and to reign with Christ; but when 
we have learned to abide in Christ, are perma- 
nently-grafted on, then all this suffering and dis- 
cipline will have an end. It will have fulfilled its 
mission, and end in making us as blessed as God 
himself, for we shall be one with Him. Till then 
my prayer is to be patient, receiving uny experi- 
ence God giver me with thankfulness and joyfui- 
ness, believing that it will yield “ the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness,” and that my “light af. 
flictions which are but fora moment, will work 
for me a far more exceeding and eternal weigh: 
of glory.” Carrir. 

Newark, Sept. 15, 1862. 





For the Circular. 


The Old Testament Saints. 





When I first stood on the threshold of the great 
doctrine of Salvation of Sin, there was one partic- 
ular set of difficulties which gave me considerable 
trouble. These difficulties, I purpose, in this arti- 
cle to explain: and I am the more disposed to do so, 
from the circumstance that I have been inquired 
of regarding the same pvuints by others who were 
approaching the gospel of salvation for the first 
time. The must pointed way in which I can pre- 
sent what I believe to be the Bible view of the 
matter, is by stating the main difficuities of this 
class one by one in the form of questions or re- 
marks, with answers appended to each. 

Question.— Are we then tv suppose that no bu- 
man being was saved til] Christ came ? 

Answer.—Certainly. ; 

Q.—What! Did not Abraham, Moses and Da- 
vid and other such go to heaven when they died ? 

A.—Certainly not. 
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Q.—Where did they go then? 

A.—They merely passed into Hades—the in- 
visible world. 

Q.—But is not that the Popish doctrine? 

A.—Not at all. The Romish church teaches 
that the souls of the dead pass into purgatory—a 
place where their sin is purged away by intense 
suffering. We teach nosuch thing; nothing but 
the blood of Ohrist can take away sin. 

Q.—How is it then that you represent bad men 
and good as having all gone to Hades in those 
times; perhaps you do not admit any distinction 
of good and bad previous to Christ’s time. Do 

ou? 

" _J—I draw a very wide distinction between the 
righteous and the wicked, mentioned in the Old 
Testament. They all went to Hades, but not to 
dwell in each other's society, nor probably to in- 
habit the same spheres, as you can easily infer by 
consulting the parable of the rich mar and Laza- 
rus. Andas to the difference between the two 
classes in point of character, I consider that as 
being very wide and very important—the one 
class acting up to the light God had given them, 
the other not doing so. 

Q.— Well then, if these good men acted up to 
the light they had, did not God admit them to 
heaven ? 

A.—If by the word heaven you mean the final 
abode or ‘‘ mansion” of the redeemed, your ques- 
tion is easily answered, for that was not prepared 
till after Christ’s death (See John 14: 3.), and 
if you use the word in its more extended sense as 
the “ Father’s house” from which the Son of God 
came down, then Christ has answered your ques- 
tion himself; for he says that ‘ no man hath as- 
cended up into heaven but he which came down 
from heaven, even tho Son of man which is in heav- 

en.” (John 3: 13.) 

Q.—What condition then do you suppose the 
Old Testament believers were-in, during the in- 
terval between their death and the time of Christ ? 

A.—The precise mode of their existence, I can- 
not tell, but the chief element in their comfort 
and happiness was certainly hope. They hoped 
for salvation. 

Q.—If they did not enjoy salvation in your 
sense of it, do you mean to say that while they 
were waiting in Hades, they were sinning ? 

A.—No they were not, yet they were not saved 
from sin. They did not sin, just because their 
disembodied state did not permit them to perform 
any acts of disobedience. 

Q.—Monstrous! You speak of these good men 
as if they only wanted the opportuaity to sin and 
would do so! as if they were longing to sin and 
were prevented from doing so only by their want 
of bodies. Is that your doctrine ? 

A.—Far from it. I certainly say that had Da- 
vid or Isaiah or any other of them resumed his 
body anteriorly to Christ’s resurrection, he might 
have sinned and had no guarantee that he would 
not ; and as to their longing to sin, I think that 
on the contrary they were lunging for salvation. 
However, you can learn something on this subject 
from a statement made by Christ regarding one 
who was the best and most honorable, as he was 
the last of all the Old Testament prophets. Jesus 
says of him that “ tho least in the Kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he:” a statement easily un- 
derstood if we consider that John, however exalt- 
ed may have been his office and character, was 
not, during his life in the body, saved from sin, 
while the least in the Kingdom of heaven is so. 

Q.—Dont you suppose that John, and such as 
he, are in heaven now ? 

A.—We have every reason to believe that John 
and all who like him, honestly sought for the sal- 

vation of God, are so: when Jesus had accom- 
plished his work on earth, and died on the cross, 
we are told by Peter (1 Peter 3:19), that “he 
went and preached unto the spirits in prison ;” 
and doubtless John and all who had his spirit. 
heard Christ’s preaching joyfully, and were re- 
ceived into heaven whenever Jesus had prepared 
it for them. 

Q.—I have read some very good books about 
the Old Testament, in which the prophets are rep- 
resented as preaching the gospel; and it scems 
very clear that they did speak of Christ and his 
work of salvation. What do you say to that ? 

A.—It is quite true that the prophets saw 
Christ’s day afar off, and saluted it; but they 
could not offer any of the fruits of Christ’s life 
and death fo the people of their time, sceing that 
that life and death were not yet accomplished.— 
The authors of the religious books you refer to, 
are wrong if they represent the Old Testament 
believers as apprehending the Gospel. The Gos- 
pel consists in the advent of the Messiah, with all 
the blessings which flowed from that advent. 


Q.—Still it seems unreasonable that God should 
withhold any kind of blessedness from the saints 
of the old dispensation, seeing His own blessed 
Son had covenanted to pay the price for them. 


How do you explain that ? 

A.—Your remark proceeds from a misappre- 
hension of the nature of that price which Christ 
paid. Were you to engage an architect to build 
a house, he might require—say sixty days in 
which to finish it; and you would be very un- 
reasonable were you to tell him that you could 
not wait—that you had given him unexceptional 
securities—and that therefore he ought to let you 
have the house at once, and he could build it af- 
terwards. He would explain to you that ho was 
perfectly satisfied with your securities, but that 
however indispensable the house might be to you, 
it could not be completed in less time than he had 
specified. You perceive that the relation be- 
tween the money and the house was merely an 
arbitrary and fictitious one—seeing no amount of 
money can of itself build a house. The real 
price of a house therefore, is not the money of 
the employer, but the labor of the workman,— 
Now the price paid by Christ for salvation was 
not an arbitrary and fictitious one—not a mere 
compensation like the paying of money. He did 
not pay for salvation, else God could have grant- 
ed it to the human race thousands of years be- 
fore the payment was made: but he produced it 
in course of his thirty years of suffering and 
trial. God therefore conferred innumerable pre- 
cious blessings on the saints of the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation, the chief of which was the 
promise of a future deliverance; but salvation 
itself He could not in the very nature of things 
give them, till Christ had accomplished it. 


Garrison’s, N. Y. WwW. M. OH. 





The Spirit of Compromise. 


“He that wavereth is like a wave of the 
sea, driven of the wind and tossed. Let not 
that man think that he shall receive anything 
of the Lord. A double-minded man is unsta- 
ble in all his ways.” James i: 6,7. “T 
know thy works, that thou art neither eld nor 
hot. I would thou wert cold or hot. So then, 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” 
Rev. 3: 15. 

These texts seem to bear directly upon the 
great principality which wraps both the reli- 
gion and politics of modern times in its murky 
folds. That principality is the spirit of com- 
promise. In religion, raising that most dis- 
couraging of human experiences, described in 
the 7th of Romans, as its standard, it has 
crushed all hope and aspiration for holiness. 
In politics it has banished all considerations of 
righteousness and justice, substituting consid- 
erations of the lowest and most temporary 
expediency. People seem to have forgotten 
that in this half-way state they are utterly un- 
acceptable to God—that so far as their pres- 
ent attitude is concerned, they stand no better 
chance for his favor, than those which are 
wholly given up to ungodliness. Indeed, their 
state is rather the poorer of the two, because 
trial and distress seem to be the appointed 
means of discipline to drive the children of 
God from this equivocal position. 

It is this spirit of compromise that all true 
reformers, in this age, are in a special manner 
called upon to combat. Satan has long ago 
discovered that the policy of openly setting up 
his standard, will no longer work. He must 
bait his spirit with an appearance of good, to 
catch men. Enshrouded in hereditary evil as 
mankind is, he works with peculiar advantages. 
To escape from evil of any kind, it is necessary 
first to discover and establish in our minds a pure 
and perfect standard of what we wish to attain to. 
Then we must take the necessary steps to reach 
that standard. Those steps are often uumer- 
ous, difficult, requiring long patience, and the 
hardiness of good soldicrs. How easy it is for 
Satan to tempt us to let slip from our minds 
that pure and perfect standard, to make us sat- 
isfied with some middling, compromising _posi- 
tion, where we can ease our conscience by the 
reflection that we are not wholly evil, but are in 
the path towards righteousness, at the seme time 
that we make no progress. Such are they who 
use the arguments that God ordains all things. 


He ordained the present with all its evils ; it is 
presumption in us to attempt to change his plans. 
In religion how wretchedly this reasoning works ! 
Men acknowledge that they live a life of con- 
tinual sin, that they have only a vague and im- 
potent purpose to be righteous, at the same 
time they deny the power to attain righteous- 





aess. Again, in politics we see it leading a na- 





tion to tolerate that worst of kuman abomina- 
tions, slavery, pleading that it is a dispensation 
of Providence—that the negro is under a curse 
and we are simply the agents of God’s displeas- 
ure, &¢c., &c. In the social world, this spirit of 
compromise !eads men to be content with the 
marriage system with all its evils, never hoping 
for anything better, while living in the body, 
and ready to raise the howl of persecution 
against whoever should presume to hope for 
the state of things which Christ promised those 
who should attain to the resurrection. In 
short, in whatever direction progress is desira- 
ble, this spirit of compromise stands like a 
huge bull-dog ready to bay back whoever dares 
make a near approach tothe standard of per- 
fection. Itis by obeying this spirit of com- 
promise that we get the favor of men. It is 
only by looking much at the hope of our call- 
ing and obeying the pure spirit which emanates 
from Christ within us, that we can get the fa- 
vor of God. Which shall we choose ? 
Wallingford, Ct. Hy 3.6. 





Erratum.—in our paper of Sept. 4th, third 
page, second column, third line from the top, the 
reader will please substitute “ Languages and Phi- 
losophy” for “ Languages and Phither”—an ab- 
surd mistake made while correcting the form and 
afterwards overlooked. 
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*¢ And it was now dark, and Jesus was not 
come to them. And the sea arose by reason 
of a great wind that blew. So when they had 
rowed about five-and-twenty or thirty furlongs, 
they see Jesus walking on the sea, and draw- 
ing nigh unto the ship ; and they were afraid. 

“But he said unto them, ItisI; be not 
afraid. 

“Then they willingly received him into the 
ship : and immediately the ship was at the land, 
whither they went.” 

—In our troubles we have rowed now about 
five-and-twenty or thirty furlongs, trusting 
mainly to good oar-strokes and stout arms.— 
Evidently Jesus has not yet come to us. We 
put it to the hearts and consciences of all, if 
things have been conducted in our uational coun- 
cils, and in the broad, general, national /eel- 
ing, asifhe had. There is, doubtless, much 
faith in him—much respect for him in church 
and state and army, as there was among the 
disciples in this sbip ; but, for the main part, 
we have considered the management of the 
ship as a thing we were competent to do with- 
out him. Some acts of Congress, some meve- 
ments of the leaders of affairs, have looked:as 
if we have in'dim wise seen Jesus drawing 
nigh to the ship ; and like the disciples of old, 
there has been a good deal of fear of him It 
is a serious thing to take Jcsus on board and 
give up the management of the ship to him— 
whether it be the ship of an individual or the 
ship of state ; and there is much shrinking and 
resistance when the time to do so seems ap- 
proaching. 

For who is this Jesus? Not a man who 
died eighteen hundred years ago; but a living 
God, who claims at this moment to be Prince 
of the kings of the earth—to be the great reign- 
ing and working force, who must reign till he 
hath put all things under his feet. 

Since Jesus is our ruler and king, since he 
is above all other furces, since he has a plan to 
carry and a purpose to work out in our day, to 
which our nation and Union and all that we 
hold important are subservient, it would be as 
well for us to read over again what he said when 
he first publicly announced for what he came 
into our world : , 

*‘ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel : to 
the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord.” 

There isa resume of the state policy of 
the King of kings, full as concise and explicit 
as the memorable one which the Chief Magis- 
trate of this nation has just given in regard to 
his—but very different. 

The declaration of President Lincoln, we 
presume, is as honest, as straightforward and 
explicit as ever a chief magistrate gave : 

‘* My paramount object in this struggle zs to 
save the Union, and is not either to save or de- 
stroy slavery. If I could save the Union 
without freeing any slave, 1 would do it; and 
if I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I 
would do it ; and if I could do it by freeing 
some and leaving others alone, I would also do 
that. What I do about slavery and the col- 
ored race, I do because I believe it helps to 
save this Union ; and what I forbear I forbear 
because I do not believe it would help to save 
the Union. I shall do dess whenever I shall 





believe what I am doing hurts the cause, and [ 
shall do more whenever I shall believe doing 
more will help the cause.” 

We infer from the declaration of Christ just 
quoted, that were his policy as King of kings to 
be stated with equal distinctness, it would run 
thus : 

‘* My paramount object in this struggle is to 
sot at liberty them that are bruised, and not 
either to save or destroy the Union. What I 
do in favor of the Union, I do because it helps 
to free the oppressed ; what I forbear, I for- 
bear because it does not help to free the op- 
pressed. I shall do less for the Union when- 
ever it would hurt the cause of the slave, and 
more when I believe it would help the cause of 
the slave.” 

—We ask any thoughtful person to ponder 
the history of the world since Christ came, and 
see if there has not been evidence of a mighty 
working mind which has from age to age been 
declaring itself clearer and clearer in favor of 
the poor and oppressed and against the proud 
and powerful. Nations have been dashed 
against each other, as ships lying in harbor are 
dashed by the upheavings of an earthquake. 
There have been tumults and blood and agonies 
and tears: but out of every tumult and agony 
has come clearer and clearer the recognition of 
the rights of the poor. Strong is the Lord 
God that judgeth for them. Their Redeemer 
is mighty—the Lord of Hosts is his name, and 
there cap be no more doubt in this struggle 
what the policy of God is than what is the pol- 
icy of President Lincoln. 

If the declared policy of the United States 
lies directly in the way of that eternal policy 
declared by Jesus of Nazareth eighteen hun- 
dred years ago, so much the worse for it—so 
much the worse for us. Men may change their 
minds, but Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. Hath he said it, and 
shall he not do it? Hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good ? 

But, if our President is a Christian, if he 
believes that Christ said only what he meant, 
and no more than what he can do when he de- 
clared his policy, his desire to save the Union 
would lead him as certainly to take it out of 
the line of injustice and cruelty, as his desire 
to save a child would lead him to draw it off 
the track when railroad cars are thunderiug 
down upon it. ' 

Let him seriously look abroad on the earth, 
and ask what means all this shaking and 
confusion. Is it not all in countries where 
there exists in one form or other slavery of 
body or slavery of soul, or both? What means 
the mustering of Garabaldi against the Pope ? 
—what means the confusion of the French 
Emperor ?—what the low murmurs under the 
Austrian throne? What power has made it 
necessary for Russia to consolidate her throne 
by emancipating all her serfs?—what power 
menaces and urges us, hedging up our way on 
the right and the left, and pushing us on to the 
same result ? , 

Do not things very much look as if Jesus of 
Nazareth was alive and working out what he 
came to do? and has he not of old proved a 
wonderful counselor, a mighty God ! 

Our President, in formal published docu- 
ments, has acknowledged that he holds in_ his 
hand the tremendous power to free every slave 
in this land—to put an end to this horror for 
all generations. If hc loves the Union, does 
he believe in Christ? Does he not believe 
that Christ has power and will to do what he 
said ?—-and when his swift arrows are sent out 
against oppression and cruelty, shall our ar- 
mies be sent right in the way of them? If 
they be, there will be many mothers who will 
weep themselves to stone, like Niobe, whose 
sons were slain by the arrows of the All- 
beautiful. 

But, alas, our sons will be slain, not because 
our God was cruel, but because he was good ; 
not because he was angry with ¢hem, but be- 
cause our Commander-in-chief would hold 
them in the very way of God’s thuuderbolts, 
in the whistling path of his glittering spear. 

On both sides. of these armies, there be pray- 
ing hands—-uplifted for and against. Christ 
is for neither. Our battle isa part of his 
greater battle—a battle to bring in everlasting 
righteousness. If we want his strength, we 
must come on to his ground; but if we stand 
for that which he has sworn to destroy, down 
we must go——prayer or no prayer. 

So, then, knowing who Jesus is, and what 
he means to do, and what his policy in our 
affairs, are we ready in this dark storm to re- 
ceive him into our ship ? 

It is not the President alone who decides 
this, it must be the people. He is the expo- 
nent of the people, and when their will is suf- 
ficiently strong and uvanimous, he will hesitate 
no more. With ns, each one, in our prayers, 
in our words, lies the responsibility, shall Je- 
sus of Nazareth come into our ship ?—Jnde- 
pendent. 
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